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Thursday, January 23rd, 1868.

The EARL STANHOPE, President, in the Chair.

The following Presents were announced, and Thanks ordered
to be returned to the Donors: —

From John Evans, Esq. F.R.S. F.S.A.:—Three sheets of Illustrations of Scotch
Seals, viz.:—
1. Great SealS'Of Alexander I. and David I. Drawing.
2. Great Seal of Alexander II. Drawing.
3. Great Seal of Robert I. Engraving.

F'rom the Royal Society:—Proceedings. Vol. 16. No. 97. 8vo. London, 1867.
From the Anthropological Society of London :—The Anthropological Review. No. 20.

January. 8vo. London, 1868.
from the British Archaeological Association:—Their Journal. December 31. 8vo.

London, 1867.
From W. J. Thorns, Esq. F.S.A. : —

1. Britaunia, Chorographica descriptio, authore Guilielmo Camdeno. 8vo.
London, 1586. [1st ed.]
2. The same. Square 8vo. London, 1594. [4th ed. MS. marginalia.]
3. Clerical and Parochial Records of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross. By W. Maziero
Brady, D.D. 3 Vols. 8vo. London, 1864.
4. Historical Account of Hever Castle, Kent. By a Clergyman. 12mo. Tun-
bridge Wells. i
5. Richmondshire, a concise Guide. By W. Hylton Longstaffe. Svo. Lon-
don, 1852.
6. Two Lectures on Stanford-in-the-Vale, Berks. By the Rev. Lewin G. Maine.
Svo. Oxford and London, 1866.
7. Onwhyn's Welsh Tourist, or Guide to Wales and the Wye. 12mo. London,
1853. '

From the Imperial Academy of Sciences, Vienna. (Philosoph'sch-Historische
Classe) :—
1. Sitzungsberichte. 55 Band, Heft 3, 4. 56 Band, Heft 1, 2. 8vo. Vienna,
1867.
2. Archiv fur Kunde ostcrreichischer Geschichtsquellen. 3S Band, 1 Heft. 8vo.
Vienna, 1867.
3. Fontes Rerum Austriacarum. Band xxvii., Abtheilung II. 8vo. Vienna,
1867.

From H. Ecroyd Smith, Esq. —Roman Mosaic Pavement, found at Aldbro', the
Roman Isurium Brigantum. Chromolithograph. Liverpool, 1867. With de-

. scription. Two leaves. 4to.
From John S. Burn, Esq.:—A Plea for Parish Registers. 4to.

J. E. LEE, Esq. F.S.A. Local Secretary for Monmouthshire,
communicated an account (accompanied by drawings) of recent
additions to the Eoman Museum at Caerleon, in the form of
a letter to the Director, from which the following is an extract:—

" Though 1 have not much to communicate respecting recent
discoveries at this place (the ancient Isca Silurum), yet I trust
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the Society will pardon my occupying their attention for a very'
few moments in bringing before their notice one or two objects
of Koman work, discovered or re-discovered a short time since,
but of which no regular account has been published, except in
the local papers.

" The first of these objects is a slab of flagstone, which un-
fortunately is very imperfect, and is broken into several pieces ;
sufficient, however, remains to be of considerable interest. It
represents a combat between a dog and a lioness or tiger, carved
in low relief. The dog's figure is complete, and has been worked
out, though roughly, with considerable spirit. He wears a chain
collar, and is in the act of springing on his antagonist, of which
unfortunately the only part remaining is the head ; the jaws
show a formidable row of teeth. On the side of the slab which
is most perfect, there is the rude representation of a tree—
possibly of an olive tree. The fragments which have formed
the top of the slab evidently bear the carving of the top of this
tree, but the intermediate part is lost.

" This stone was found by the police sergeant of the place,
Mr. Povill, when making a drain in his garden about four or
five feet deep. It appeared to form part of a stone pavement ;
but, as the opening was small, nothing further could be ascer-
tained respecting it, and, though every exertion was used to find
some further portion of the stone, all these efforts were in-
effectual. It may, however, be supposed that, as this carved
stone was found applied to the common purpose of a stone pave-
ment or flagged way, the sculpture upon it must liave been
executed some time previously, so as to have sunk into neglect;
otherwise a. stone with so much work upon it would not have
been degraded into forming a flagged footway.

" I feel compelled in honesty to say that I have heard, indi-
rectly, that a friend of mine, a well-known antiquary, judging
merely from report, feels disposed to consider this sculptured stone
as of later date. But it appears to me so thoroughly Koman in-
all its characteristic features, that there can be no doubt as to the
point ; and I do not believe that my friend, if he were to see
the stone, would adhere to his opinion. If it be not Roman, we
are then carried down through many centuries to mediseval times,
and I think it may be confidently asked who ever in those ages
saw so spirited a sculpture of a dog, howeyer rough the execution
may be ? Besides this, the general character of the moulding
round the stone is decidedly Eoman ; and, if we allow anything
to the locality where it was found (though I know that this is
dangerous ground to build upon), it is worth mentioning that
Sergeant Povill's garden is nearly in the centre of the ancient
town of Isca Silurum, and that it is precisely at the depth of four
or five feet that most of the Eoman remains in the place have
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66 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1868,

been met with, and that, as far as I know, no remains of later
date have ever been found at such a depth..

" The second find, also of a stone, which I have to bring
before the notice of the Society, may be called a ?'e-discovery,
and, as such, the remarks respecting it will be as brief as possible ;
still, it is interesting on several accounts.

" I n the appendix to Coxe's History of Monmouthshire, pub-
lished at the beginning of this century, p. 433, an inscribed slab
was mentioned, of which the following copy was given :—

DEDICATV
VRF •
OG ES
VE -NIO.

MAXIMOIE
FVRPAN0

COS •

and a note was appended :. ' T h e only inference we can draw-
from this dilapidated inscription is, that it was probably dedi-
cated in the consulate of Maximus and Urinatus Urbanus, in the
last year of Alexander Severus. See Fasti Consulares in Dufres-
noy's Chronological Tables, vol. i. p. 219.' '

" Since then Dr. M'Caul of Toronto, in his Notes on the
Roman Inscriptions in Britain, has given a copy of this inscription
from Coxe, and makes the following remarks : ' It is evident
that this inscription records a dedication or inauguration, pro-
bably of a building. In the second and third lines the day seem3
to have been mentioned, for it is not improbable that the third
should be read OCTOBRES. The fourth probably contained the
names of the dedicator, and the remaining ones stated the year;
for there can, I think, be little doubt that the fifth and sixth are
the misreadings of MAXIMO II. ET VRBANO, who were consuls' in
A.D. 234.'

" A s before-mentioned, Coxe's account of this inscription was
published many years ago, and, as it is so unusual in Britain to

1 find an-exact date upon any monument, every exertion was made
to find this stone when the attention of archaeologists was called
to the antiquities of Caerleon more than twenty years ago, shortly
after which time a museum was established wherein to preserve
them. To the vexation, however, of every one who was interested
in these pursuits, all trace of this inscription was gone—it seemed
irrecoverably lost. This vexation was increased rather than di-
minished by the acute remarks of Dr. M'Caul within the last few
years, and we little expected that we should so soon have-the
inscription itself before us to refer to.

" But so it is. Our vicar, the Rev. H. P. Edwards, has lately
been building a new vicarage, and purchased a cottage lying
near, in order to throw it into one of his outbuildings. While
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this cottage was being pulled down for this purpose, I heard, and
the Society may conceive my delight, that a large slab had been
found in the wall, with letters upon' it which, on examination,
proved to be our long-lost inscription.

" Though it is in most "wretched condition—so much so that
to the inexperienced eye it appears perfectly illegible—yet a
close examination reveals at once the correctness of the reading
given above. I have sent two paper impressions for the Society
to see, though I fear the letters will not be distinctly made out.
Any antiquary, however, who visits Caerleon may soon satisfy
himself on the point, as, by the kindness of the vicar, the stone
is now placed in our small museum.

" In the walls of the same cottage the fragments of two other
inscriptions were found, both of which are mentioned by Coxe
and Dr. M'Caul as having the consuls' names upon them ; but,
unfortunately, the stones have been cut to suit the purpose of
some barbarous-mason -nearly seventy years ago, and only three
•or four letters remain, so that nearly all their interest has
vanished. ' '

' ' T h e only other object which may. be worth notice was found
when excavating for the labyrinth pavement at Caerleon, which
was described by one of our Vice-Presidents, Octavius Morgan',
Esq. M.P.,in a small publication by our local antiquarian Asso-
ciation, a copy of which I believe he has placed in the Society's
library. By some mischance', this object, a sculptured figure,
was not mentioned—probably because it had no immediate
connection with the pavement. It may not be amiss, how-
however, to. exhibit a rough sketch of this ' torso,' as it may be
called. Though the sculpture is rude,'there is considerable" spirit
in it. It evidently represents some one standing, or possibly,
running,- with a palm-branch in the right hand."

GEOKGE EOLLESTONE, Esq. _M.D. Linacre Professor of Phy-
siology in the University of Oxford, communicated an account
of Romano-British and Anglo-Saxon discoveries in excavations
at Frilford in Berkshire, which will be printed in the Archaeo-
l'ogia. ' ' •

Thanks were ordered to be returned for these communications,
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